
 

— Veterinary Acupuncture SNVA Foundation Course 2026 —  

4-day practical course 
SNVA · SAMENWERKENDE NEDERLANDSE VETERINAIRE ACUPUNCTURISTEN 

Hosted by EduPet, Bronsweg 9, Lelystad, NL  ·  Teaching language: English 

 

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 

Online preparation: point-location videos 

Before Session 1, participants receive access to online videos demonstrating the anatomical location of 
the acupuncture points used throughout the course — separately for canine (Linda Boggie) and equine 
(Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz). Arriving familiar with the points means you get more from every lab from 
the very first hour. 

 

SESSION 1  ·  23 & 24 OCTOBER 2026 

The Scientific Foundation — from Theory to Acupuncture  

Two intensive days covering the neurophysiological basis of acupuncture, anatomy, point location in live 
animals, and clinical applications — preparing you to treat patients immediately in your own practice. 

 

Day 1  —  Mechanisms, Points & Clinical Foundations 

 

08.30–09.00 Registration, coffee & tea 

 

09.00–09.40 Welcome & Brief History of Veterinary Acupuncture 
From the Tang Dynasty to IVAS (1974) and current scientific understanding. 
◆ Linda Boggie 

 

09.40–11.00 Safety & Methods of Acupuncture 
Needle depth and safety considerations. Methods: dry needling, electroacupuncture, 
aqua- and haemo-acupuncture, laser. 
◆ Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

11.00–11.20 Coffee & tea break 

 

11.20–13.00 Acupuncture Points & Evoked Effects 
Point histology, neurology and electrical characteristics. Local, segmental and 
suprasegmental effects — the physiological basis of what you observe in practice. 
◆ Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

13.00–14.00 Lunch 

 



 

14.00–14.45 Vessels & Channels 
"Strolling under the skin" — the anatomical and physiological reality behind traditional 
channel theory. 
◆ Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

14.45–16.30 Point Location Lab — Back-Shu association points, Front-Mu accumulation 
points, Master points  
◆ Linda Boggie & Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

16.30–17.15 Case Demonstrations 
◆ Canine: Linda Boggie – Equine: Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

17.15–18.00 Questions & Answers with Coffee and Tea 
◆ Linda Boggie & Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

Day 2  —  Clinical Applications & Your First Needles 

 

09.00–11.00 Neurophysiology in Depth 
Myofascial pain syndrome & trigger points, autonomic effects (somatic-visceral, 
sympathetic, vasomotor), immunologic and endocrine effects, integrative neurology. 
◆ Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

11.00–11.20 Coffee & tea break 

 

11.20–13.00 Acupuncture in Clinical Practice: Which Points for Which Condition? 
Musculoskeletal pain, herniated discs (IVDD), spondylosis and osteoarthritis · 
Gastrointestinal and respiratory disorders · Principles of indication and point 
selection. 
◆ Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

13.00–14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00–15.30 Point Location Lab — Influential & Traditional Points 
◆ Linda Boggie & Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

15.30–16.40 Case Demonstrations 
◆ Linda Boggie & Dietrich Graf  von Schweinitz 

 

16.40–17.00 Coffee & tea break 

 



 

17.00–18.00 Practice Tips — Incorporating Acupuncture into Your Clinic 
Rules of thumb, practical guidance, and how to get started from day one. 
◆ Linda Boggie & Dietrich Graf von Schweinitz 

 

 

★  END OF DAY 2: START NEEDLING — You are ready to begin treating suitable patients with 
acupuncture in your own practice. 

 

 

 

BETWEEN SESSIONS  ·  OCTOBER – NOVEMBER 2026 

Four weeks to put it into practice 

Between October and November you return to your veterinary practice— and you can use what you have 
learned. Treating suitable patients during this period is an integral part of the course. You will bring real 
cases, questions, and early experiences back to Session 2. This is where the learning truly begins to take 
root. 

 

 

SESSION 2  ·  27 & 28 NOVEMBER 2026 

Deepening & Integration — East Meets West 

Building on your first clinical experience, Session 2 broadens the perspective: the modern anatomical 
model of fascial lines, Chinese medical theory, and the five elements — all integrated with what you have 
already learned and practiced. 

 

Day 3  —  Reconnect, Review & Chinese Medical Theory 

 

08.30–09.00 Registration & Reconnect 

 

09.00–10.30 Neurophysiology Review & Myofascial Lines 
Review of vascular and neurologic effects. Modern anatomical model: fascial 
characteristics, matrix and signal transmission, channels and western concepts. 
◆ Linda Boggie 

 

10.30–11.00 Introduction to Chinese Medical Theory 
Concepts of Yin and Yang — the philosophical and clinical framework. 
◆ Aleid Hillebrand 

 

11.00–11.20 Coffee & tea break 

 



 

11.20–13.00 Fundamental Substances 
Qi, Blood, Jin-Ye, Jing, Shen — description, function and relation to western 
biomedicine. 
◆ Linda Boggie 

 

13.00–14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00–15.00 Chinese Medical Physiology 
Zang-fu physiology, correspondences and correlation to western biomedicine. 
◆ Linda Boggie 

 

15.00–16.30 Point Location Labs in Canine and Equine 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand and teaching assistants 

 

16.30–17.15 Case Demonstrations – Canine and Equine 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand 

 

17.15–18.00 Questions & Recap 
◆ Linda Boggie 

 

Day 4  —  The Five Elements & Integrative Clinical Practice 

 

09.00–11.00 Chinese Medical Physiology & The Five Elements 
Continuation of Zang-Fu physiology, relationship of Chinese medical concepts and 
Western biomedicine physiology and pathophysiology. 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand 

 

11.00–11.20 Coffee & tea break 

 

11.20–13.00 Five Elements in Clinical Practice 
Using the Five Elements to build a Chinese pattern diagnosis — internal patterns, 
behavioural patients, integrating with western clinical reasoning. 
◆ Aleid Hillebrand 

 

13.00–14.00 Lunch 

 

14.00–15.30 Point Location Labs in Canine and Equine 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand  

 



 

15.30–16.30 Applied Acupuncture: Cases from Clinical Practice 
Integrating neurophysiology and Chinese medical physiology — working through real 
cases. 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand 

 

16.30–16.50 Coffee & tea break 

 

16.50–18.00 Final Discussion, Questions & Farewell 
◆ Linda Boggie & Aleid Hillebrand 

 

COURSE LITERATURE 

Required reading 

• Acupuncture for Dogs and Cats — Christina Eul-Matern 
• Western Medical Acupuncture — Jacqueline Filshie & Mike Cummings 

 

Recommended reading 

• Character Types -Get to Know your Pet Using the Five Elements — Aleid Hillebrand & Eric 
Laarakker 

• Horse Types / Paarden Typen — Eric Laarakker 
• Five Paws, Four Directions — Cheryl Schwartz 
• Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine Fundamentals — Huisheng Xie 
• Foundations of Chinese Medicine — Giovanni Maciocia 

 

Registration via EduPet · Places are limited 

 

SNVA · Samenwerkende Nederlandse Veterinaire Acupuncturisten ·  IVAS member ·  

 

 

 

 


